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State Minister for Local Government Victoria Businge has recommended immediate interdiction of Tororo district leaders

Why President Yoweri Museveni’s 
economic agenda is the best 
EDITOR: Since this year’s 
presidential campaigns formally 
commenced, the flag-bearer 
of the National Resistance 
Movement (NRM), Gen. (rtd) 
Yoweri Museveni has so far 
covered the sub-regions of 
Lango, Acholi, West Nile and 
Karamoja.

Prior to the campaigns, 
President Museveni assured 
Ugandans that the bold agenda 
for Uganda’s next stage is a 
comprehensive leap into wealth 
creation, industrialisation and the 
knowledge economy. 

He stressed: “With God’s help, 
we shall achieve the qualitative 
leap to high middle-income status 
and eventually First World Status.” 
His vision is, therefore, translating 
Uganda’s economy to $500b by the year 2040.

Such aim is by all standards plausible considering the economic 
trajectory Uganda taken under his leadership since 1986. 

The economic successes have been attained through strategic 
planning. 

He thoroughly diagnosed the underlying economic challenges 
of our motherland dating from the pre-colonial era, colonial era 
and post-colonial era. 

He has time and again lectured on the historic economic 
phases that shaped Uganda’s economy from the colonial enclave 
economy of “3Cs (Coffee, Cotton and Copper) and 3Ts (Tea, 
Tobacco and Tourism) to the structural collapse during Idi 
Amin’s military dictatorship and at last, the sustained recovery, 
diversification and modernisation under his administration.

To appreciate the economic recovery the NRM Museveni has 
ushered in, one has to take note that at the advent of the NRM 
government in January 1986, the value of Uganda’s economic 
stood at $3.9b. 

The value now is $66.1b. This means that the economy has 
expanded by 17 times.

It is also important to note that NRM seized power when the 
road network that was under tarmac was only 1,900km of which 
1,786km were in sorry state. Under the NRM, the road coverage 
under tarmac is now 6,199km. 

In 1986, our country’s electricity generation stood at 150 
megawatts from the sole hydropower plant, Owen Falls Dam. 
Now, our electricity generation stands at 1,163.2 megawatts and 
more is to be generated. Because of improved health standards, 
the life expectancy has since improved from 45 years in 1986 to 
now 63 years.

In 1986, the number of factories Uganda had amounted to 
about 70. But with the good policies under President Museveni, 
the total number of industries is beyond 5,000. This has created 
several jobs to our people. 

More industries will emerge because of government policy 
that resulted into the setting up of more industrial parks in 
Mbale, Mbalala, Buikwe, Kapeeka, Kaweweeta, Luzira, Jinja and 
Mbarara, among others.

The favourable environment ushered in by NRM has led to 
the development of the service industry. The hotel industry, for 
instance, is now something to be proud of in Uganda. 

The private sector has been helpful in this sector, taking 
advantage of government policies that favour private sector led 
growth. 

In his strategy aimed at translating the economy to the tune of 
$500b by 2040. In a bid to generate income at household level, 
the President champions the four-acre model. 

He recommends seven activities on account of high returns per 
acre, per annum. These are: One acre for clonal coffee, an acre 
for fruits, one acre for food crops for the family and one acre for 
pastures for dairy cattle.

Ever since he launched this scheme, the results are remarkable 
among those who heeded his advice. More is to be achieved 
under this scheme now that he has promised that government 
will inject more funds into Parish Development Model.

The writer is a senior presidential adviser, political 
affairs, Office of the National Chairperson/

national coordinator Bazzukulu
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Sophia KoetsierT
oday, Tuesday, October 28, will 
be just a regular weekday for 
most of you. Take the children to 
school, go to work, the usual. 

For us, a Dutch family, this day, 
again, is a harsh reminder that 10 years 
ago, an unimaginable nightmare started. 

This day marks 10 years without our 
beloved Sophia, last seen in Paraa in 
Murchison Falls National Park. Her 
whereabouts remain a mystery to this day.

Sophia, a bright medical student, had 
come to Uganda to work as an intern in 
Lubaga Hospital in Kampala for eight 
weeks. From her weekly reports it was 
clear she was enjoying her stay, work and 
her colleagues. 

After the internship she went on a two-
week trip around the country with two 
fellow students and a local guide. 

On day six, October 28, 2015, she 
disappeared. The circumstances are 
unclear. Authorities quickly, conveniently 
and without evidence, assumed: ‘Fatal 
accident’. It is our belief that a serious and 
thorough investigation has never taken 
place and many questions remain. 

The initial investigation was genuinely 
flawed, as several authorities have 
acknowledged since. 

‘It’s clear to me this case has not been 
taken seriously and it has been kept at a 
local level far too long,’ according to Gen.

Jeje Odongo, several years later, when Minister 
of Internal Affairs. 

It took more than four years before a new 
investigation was launched. Unfortunately, this 
was derailed by the COVID-19 pandemic that 
took over the world shortly after. 

Another investigation was started in the spring 
of 2022. Despite having shared a trove of useful 
information that I had gathered myself, the 
Criminal Investigation Department declined 
to involve me. Instead, I was promised that 
after three months we would receive a report. 
In practice, we were kept in the dark for 18 
months before receiving a report. It was quite 
underwhelming. The morning after Sophia’s 
disappearance, one item was found that 
belonged to her. Very near that same location, 
but more than 24 hours later, a whole trail of 
items was found, on Friday October 30. 

This was the day I arrived at the so-called 
scene of crime. I vividly recall being mystified 
by seeing these puzzling items, spread out along 
the bank of the Nile river over a distance of 
some 40 metres. A strong feeling of something 
being amiss immediately took hold of me. 
That feeling has never left. Like the feeling 
that there are people who know more. For that 

reason, I have pleaded for a long time for 
one, or two, really sharp and motivated 
investigators who could quietly gather 
information without attracting unwanted 
attention.

Late last year it seemed like my plea had 
finally been heard and I hoped we might 
see some answers, at last, to our many 
questions. Unfortunately, that hope fell 
apart within months. 

Regrettably, this was not the first time 
this happened. Time and time again, I 
have met people who seemed genuinely 
concerned, were in a position to help and 
showed a willingness to do so. But often 
the communication halted soon after it 
started, without explanation. Frustrating, 
painful and incomprehensible. Despite it 
all, I will continue to walk every road that 
unfolds itself in front of me, to see if it will 
lead closer to Sophia. Thus far I have walked 
many dead-end roads, full of obstacles. 

The story of Sophia’s vanishing is too 
strange and has too many loose ends.

We cannot, and will not give up on our 
bright, beautiful and gifted girl, who is 
deeply missed by many people. Time does 
not heal all wounds. 

On the contrary; this wound only seems 
to become bigger and more painful. It 
dominates the mind during the day and 
keeps us awake at night. No child is as 
present as a missing child. The insecurity 
about Sophia’s fate is devastating, as every 
parent of a missing child will know. 

We are grateful to those who do keep 
communicating and help us where they can, 
and for the continuous international media 
attention. Sophia must not be forgotten.

A Dutch non-governmental organisation, 
active in solving cold cases, is offering a 
euro 10,000 reward to the person who 
can give the definitive tip that will lead to 
Sophia’s whereabouts. 

More information: www.findSophia.org 

The writer is the mother of 
Sophia Koetsier

contact@findSophia.org

Ten years without Sophia

MARIJE 
SLIJKERMAN


